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DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2019 
 
Convening:  Greater Good Initiative  
 
Merit Janow 

Merit E. Janow is an internationally recognized expert in international trade 
and investment, with extensive experience in academia, government, 
international organizations and business. In addition, she has had a life-long 
involvement with Asia and is an expert in that region. Merit E. Janow has been 
a Professor of Practice at Columbia University’s School of International and 
Public Affairs (SIPA) and affiliated faculty at Columbia Law School since 1995. 
She teaches graduate courses in international trade/WTO law, comparative 
antitrust law, China in the global economy, international trade and investment 

policy, among others. Currently, in addition to being Dean of SIPA, she is also Co-Director of the 



APEC Study Center and until recently Chair of the Faculty Oversight Committee of Columbia’s 
Global Center East Asia. Her research interests focus on international trade and investment, 
Asia, competition law and economic globalization. She has written several books, numerous 
articles and frequently speaks before business, policy, and academic audiences around the 
world. 
 
Eric Schnurer 

Eric B. Schnurer, founder of the Greater Good Gathering, has been involved 
with public policymaking at the highest levels for nearly forty years, since he 
worked in the White House during college writing speeches for President 
Jimmy Carter.  He has served in all three branches of the federal government 
and for numerous state governments, as a speechwriter, prosecutor, policy 
advisor, general counsel, and chief-of-staff – and has worked in the private 
sector as a journalist, professor, business executive, and social 
entrepreneur.  Today, he is president and CEO of a policy consulting firm 

advising Members of Congress, governors, mayors and other officials across the country; a 
regular contributor on the future of government and public policy for several major national 
and international publications; an adjunct professor of policy at various universities; and a 
sought-after speaker internationally.  His latest venture is Virtu.us, a start-up designed to boost 
investment in human capital and public goods – and build community – in an era of declining 
public-sector responsiveness. 
 
 
Context: The Politics Tearing Us Apart  
James Fallows 

James Fallows is a long-time correspondent for The Atlantic magazine, and 
author of 12 books. His latest, with his wife, Deborah, is OUR TOWNS, about the 
local-level renewal of economic, civic, and educational life across the country.  
The book has been a national best-seller and is the basis of a forthcoming 
documentary on HBO.  Fallows has reported for The Atlantic and for public 
radio and TV outlets from around the world, including multi-year stints in 
Japan, Malaysia, China, plus Texas, the Pacific Northwest, and California.  In 
that time, he won the National Book Award, for a book about defense policy; 

the National Magazine Award, for an article warning against an invasion of Iraq; and a New York 
Emmy for a documentary on China.  Early in his career he spent two years as President Jimmy 
Carter's chief White House speechwriter.  He and Deborah Fallows met in college, at Harvard, 
and were married after graduation.  They have two grown sons, and five grandchildren.  He is 
originally from a small town in inland California. 
 
  



Kathleen Hall Jamieson 
Kathleen Hall Jamieson is the Elizabeth Ware Packard Professor at the 
Annenberg School for Communication of the University of Pennsylvania and 
Director of its Annenberg Public Policy Center. She has authored or co-
authored 16 books, including CYBERWAR: HOW RUSSIAN HACKERS AND TROLLS HELPED 
ELECT A PRESIDENT, published in October 2018 by Oxford University Press; SPIRAL 
OF CYNICISM (with Joseph Cappella); and THE OBAMA VICTORY: HOW MEDIA, MONEY 
AND MESSAGE SHAPED THE 2008 ELECTION (with Kate Kenski and Bruce Hardy). She is 
a member of the American Philosophical Society and a Distinguished Scholar of 

the National Communication Association. She also is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, the American Academy of Political and Social Science, and the International 
Communication Association. For her contributions to the study of political communication, she 
received the American Political Science Association’s Murray Edelman Distinguished Career 
Award in 1995. In 2016, the American Philosophical Society awarded her its Henry Allen Moe 
Prize in the Humanities. 
 
Eli Kaplan 

Ever since Facebook introduced the newsfeed, Eli Kaplan has been at the 
forefront of digital marketing innovations in Democratic politics. As a founding 
partner of two leading digital marketing companies that help Democratic 
candidates and progressive causes navigate the changing media landscape, Eli 
has pioneered some of the best practices for using “big data” in the world of 
online political advertising — both for email acquisition and fundraising, and 
voter persuasion and mobilization. Rising Tide Interactive is a full-service digital 
agency that has helped Democrats win dozens of US Senate and gubernatorial 

elections over the past four election cycles. DSPolitical is a programmatic trading platform that 
specializes in voter-targeted online advertising; it’s helped power thousands of Democratic 
campaigns at nearly every level of politics. Prior to founding DSPolitical and Rising Tide 
Interactive, Eli managed the digital media operations on some of the most competitive political 
campaigns in the country. Eli is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania with a bachelor’s 
degree in English. 
 
Mauricio Moura 

Mauricio Moura holds a bachelor's degree in economics, a master's degree in 
social sciences, and a master's degree in political management.  He is a Doctor 
of Economics and Public Sector Policy.  He recently received the Harvard 
Business School Owner/President Management Program certificate.  He taught 
Microeconomics as a Professor of the Executive MBA - IBMEC São Paulo. He 
was also Professor of Econometrics at Universidade Presbiteriana Mackenzie 
and professor of Statistics at FMU. He was a Senior Investment Officer at IFC - 
the World Bank's International Finance Corporation in Washington, where he 

served in the Syndications Group for Latin America and the Caribbean.  He was visiting 
professor at George Washington University. Mauricio is the Founder of IDEIA BIG DATA. 



Chris Wilson 
Prior to starting WPA Intelligence in 2004, Chris was Global Director of 
Research for Weber Shandwick International, the world’s largest public 
relations firm at the time and led research for Fortune 500 companies such as 
Coca-Cola, American Airlines, Kodak, Wells Fargo, and Boeing. In 2016, Chris 
served as the Director of Research, Analytics and Digital Strategy for the Cruz 
for President campaign. Using a meticulous, technologically advanced, and 
highly individual approach, Chris led the campaign to reach voters by 
predicting voter behavior based on ideological segments, personality modeling 

targeting each voter based on the issue most important to them. During the 2018 cycle, WPAi 
provided analytics and polling for key races at the state and federal level around the country, 
propelling winning campaigns such as Ted Cruz and Greg Abbott in Texas, Governor-elect Brian 
Kemp in Georgia, Governor-elect Ron Desantis in Florida, Governor-elect Kevin Stitt in 
Oklahoma, Senator-elect Kevin Cramer in North Dakota as well as dozens of Members of 
Congress and down ballot races.   
 
 
Crosswalk: Campaigns to Commerce 
 
Tim Wu  

Tim Wu is the Julius Silver professor at Columbia University law school, and a 
contributing opinion writer for the New York Times. He clerked for Judge 
Posner and Justice Breyer, and has worked at the Federal Trade Commission, 
the White House, and the New York Attorney General's office.   He is the author 
of THE MASTER SWITCH, THE ATTENTION MERCHANTS and THE CURSE OF BIGNESS. In 2013 
he was named one of America's 100 Most Influential Lawyers, and in 2017 he 
was named to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
 

 
 
Cohesion & Commitment: Building Social Movements 
 
Tracy Sefl 

Tracy Sefl is a leading national Democratic communications consultant.  She 
brings significant expertise from Washington, DC in developing messages, 
shaping media coverage, affecting public opinion, and achieving victories.  As a 
media specialist, the New York Times has noted her unique success generating 
media and her work has garnered national awards and recognition.  As a 
senior advisor and strategist, Tracy is sought for her messaging sensibilities 
and providing custom counsel for entrepreneurs, authors, celebrities, 
candidates, and executives.  She resides in Chicago where she runs her 

independent consultancy.  
 



John Barnitt 
John Barnitt is currently a senior at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, FL. After 17 of his classmates and teachers’ lives were unjustly lost, 
John gathered with fellow students to organize the March for Our Lives. This 
movement started with a March in Washington D.C. that had over 800,000 
participants and 850+ rallies across the nation. After the March, John’s activism 
was far from over. He went on to be one of the lead organizers for the Road to 
Change: a nation-wide tour that was centered around voter registration and 
civil conversation. Currently, John is working on projects to increase awareness 

for gun violence and campaigns to get students involved in the political arena 
 
Avalon Fenster 

In March 2018, following the tragic shooting at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida, Avalon Fenster spearheaded the organization 
of the largest March for Our Lives rally on Long Island, drawing more than 
3,000 people, victims’ families, gun violence prevention advocates and 
numerous elected officials.  The event launched the Long Island arm of the 
youth gun violence prevention movement, mobilizing thousands of young 
people from high schools across Long Island and inspiring the formation of a 
dozen school chapters throughout the state.  In addition to Avalon’s work on 

gun violence prevention, she is also a passionate advocate for social equity and serves as the 
National Director of Equity and Inclusion for Next Generation Politics (NGP), where she founded 
the organization’s Women’s Caucus.  
 
Elham Gheytanchi 

 
Elham Gheytanchi is a sociologist who teaches at Santa Monica College.  Her 
research focuses on women's movements and Information Communication 
Technology in the Middle East and North Africa.  She has published in scholarly 
as well as mainstream media.  She was a producer on "To the Point" radio in 
NPR in 2000. She has frequently given talks on the politics of Middle East in 
Washington Think Tanks.  
 

 
Anthony Ryan Hatch 

Professor Anthony (Tony) Hatch is Associate Professor of Science in Society at 
Wesleyan University. He is a sociologist who studies the production of 
knowledge about race and health equity and the uses and meanings of 
technology in medicine. He is the author of BLOOD SUGAR: RACIAL PHARMACOLOGY 
AND FOOD JUSTICE IN BLACK AMERICA (University of Minnesota, 2016), and NEW 
TECHNOLOGIES OF RESISTANCE: RACIAL POWER AND PROTEST IN THE UNITED STATES 
 (Duke University Press, 2017).  
 



DAY 2: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2019 
 
Consciousness: Effects on Thought and Thinking 
 
Ester Fuchs 

Ester R. Fuchs is Professor of International and Public Affairs and Political 
Science and Director of the Urban and Social Policy Program at Columbia 
University’s School of International and Public Affairs.  She previously chaired 
Urban Studies at Barnard and Columbia Colleges.  Fuchs serves as Director of 
Whosontheballot.org, an online voter engagement initiative. Fuchs is also a 
member of Columbia’s Just Societies Task Force, the Earth Institute, the Data 
Science Institute and its Smart Cities Center.  She currently serves on the 
Committee on Economic Inclusion of the U.S. Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corporation (FDIC) and is a member of the boards of the Fund for the City of New York and the 
Citizens Union. Fuchs’ academic research is in urban politics and policy, American parties and 
elections, smart cities and urban environmental sustainability policy.  Fuchs served as Special 
Advisor to the Mayor for Governance and Strategic Planning under New York City Mayor 
Michael R. Bloomberg from 2001 to 2005. And was the first woman to chair a NYC Charter 
Revision Commission in2005. Fuchs received a BA from Queens College, CUNY; an MA from 
Brown University and PhD in Political Science from the University of Chicago. 
 
Chris Bail 

 
Chris Bail is the Director of the Polarization Lab at Duke University, where he is 
also the Lowey Associate Professor of Sociology and Public Policy. Chris’s work 
combines social science and machine learning to identify new ways to reduce 
political polarization in the United States. Chris has been a Guggenheim 
Fellow, published work in the New York Times, and leads a variety of initiatives 
to teach people about the new field of computational social science. 
 

 
 
Judith Shulevitz 

Judith Shulevitz is a critic and journalist and author of THE SABBATH WORLD: 
GLIMPSES OF A DIFFERENT ORDER OF TIME (2010). Shulevitz was the editor of Lingua 
Franca, deputy editor of New York Magazine, and science editor of The New 
Republic. She has been a columnist at The New York Times Book Review, Slate, 
The New Republic, and New York Magazine, and contributed articles and 
essays to many other publications, including The New Yorker and The Atlantic 
Monthly. Her November cover essay for The Atlantic examined the social and 
psychological effects of voice-activated technology in the present and in the 
future. 

 



Adrian Ward 
Adrian Ward is a psychologist and assistant professor of marketing at the 
University of Texas at Austin. Professor Ward’s work focuses on understanding 
how our relationships with technology and other people influence attention, 
knowledge, and decision-making. His research in this area has examined how 
the mere presence of one’s own smartphone affects cognitive capacity, how 
Googling for information affects people’s beliefs about their own knowledge, 
and how sharing responsibility with a relationship partner causes expertise to 
develop (or not) on a “need-to-know basis.” His research has been published in 

top academic journals including Psychological Science, the Journal of Experimental Psychology, 
and the Journal of Consumer Research, and covered by popular press outlets including The Wall 
Street Journal, The New York Times, The Atlantic, and Scientific American. 
 
Jeannette M. Wing 

Jeannette M. Wing is Avanessians Director of the Data Science Institute and 
Professor of Computer Science at Columbia University. From 2013 to 2017, she 
was a Corporate Vice President of Microsoft Research. She is Adjunct Professor 
of Computer Science at Carnegie Mellon where she twice served as the Head of 
the Computer Science Department and had been on the faculty since 
1985.  From 2007-2010 she was the Assistant Director of the Computer and 
Information Science and Engineering Directorate at the National Science 
Foundation. Professor Wing's general research interests are in the areas of 

trustworthy computing, specification and verification, concurrent and distributed systems, 
programming languages, and software engineering. Her current interests are in the foundations 
of security and privacy, with a new focus on trustworthy AI.  She was or is on the editorial board 
of twelve journals, including the Journal of the ACM and Communications of the ACM. 
 
 
Connection:  Building or Destroying Personal Relationships? 
 
Fred Davie 

Frederick Davie joined Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York on 
August 15, 2011 as Executive Vice President, where he serves as the 
institution’s chief administrative officer and serves as an advisor to the 
President for the structure and administration of the executive office, strategic 
planning, institutional advancement, and vision implementation. Mr. Davie 
served on President Barack Obama’s transition team, performing agency 
reviews for faith-based and community initiatives, and accepted an 
appointment by President Obama to the White House Council on Faith-based 

and Neighborhood Partnerships. Mr. Davie was appointed as chair of the Civilian Complaint 
Review Board (CCRB) by Mayor Bill de Blasio in April, 2017 and is a member of the Mayor’s 
Clergy Advisory Council (CAC). Mr. Davie has also served in a number of leadership roles in 
public administration for the City of New York, including Deputy Borough President of 



Manhattan, and Chief of Staff to the Deputy Mayor for Community and Public Affairs, and Chief 
of Staff to the President of the NYC Board of Education.  
 
Soraya Chemaly 

Soraya Chemaly is an award-winning writer and activist whose work focuses 
on the role of gender in culture, politics, religion, and media. Her first book, 
RAGE BECOMES HER: THE POWER OF WOMEN'S ANGER was named a Best Book of 
2018 selection by NPR, The Washington Post, Book Riot and Psychology Today. 
A prolific writer and speaker, her articles appear in Time, the Verge, The 
Guardian, The Nation, HuffPost, and The Atlantic. In 2017, she was the co-
recipient of the Newhouse Mirror Award for Best Single Feature of 2016 for an 
in-depth investigative report, The Secrets of The Internet, and a Wikipedia 

Distinguished Service Award, for exemplary contributions to the advancement of public 
knowledge. She is also the Director of the Women's Media Center Speech Project and an 
advocate for women's freedom of expression and expanded civic and political engagement. She 
currently serves on the national boards of the Women's Media Center and Women, Action and 
the Media, as well as on the advisory councils of the Center for Democracy and Technology, 
VIDA, and Common Sense Media. 
 
Rob Pegoraro 

 
Rob Pegoraro writes about computers, gadgets, telecom, the Internet, apps, 
and other things that beep or blink. You can find him covering policy issues at 
Yahoo Finance, answering consumer-tech questions at USA Today, offering 
telecom guidance at Wirecutter and showing up at various other online and 
(sometimes) print outlets. He has met most of the founders of the Internet and 
once received a single-word e-mail reply from Steve Jobs.  
 

 
Todd Richmond 

Todd Richmond is the director of the Tech & Narrative Lab and a professor at 
the Pardee RAND Graduate School, as well as research faculty member at the 
USC School for Cinematic Arts. Richmond is also a musician, visual artist, and 
self-described "conceptual troublemaker." Early in his career as a chemistry 
professor at The Claremont Colleges, he incorporated multimedia and web 
technologies into his teaching and research. That work led him to evolve from 
his specific focus on chemistry to instead pursue a broader understanding of 
technology and content at USC.  At USC's Institute for Creative Technologies, 

Richmond led the Mixed Reality Lab and Advanced Prototypes group and has worked in a 
variety of areas: emerging disruptive technologies for training, learning, and operations; future 
environments for communication and collaboration; immersive technologies; interactive 
education; visualization and analytics. He has taught in the USC Marshall School of Business and 
USC School of Cinematic Arts. Richmond increasingly broadened his scope of interest and 



expertise, particularly around the unintended consequences of technology.  His “applications 
and implications” mantra led him to move into the public policy realm. 
 
Robin C. Stevens 

Robin Stevens, PhD, MPH is a health communication scholar focused on 
achieving health equity in African American and Latino communities. She 
examines youth risk and health behavior in the context of the digital 
neighborhood. Dr. Stevens uses digital epidemiology to investigate social 
media’s effects on substance use, sexual risk behavior, and mental health. Her 
community-engaged research seeks ways to use data science to improve the 
health and well-being of youth. Dr. Stevens is an Assistant Professor of Nursing 
at the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing and the Director of the 

Health Equity & Media Lab. She received her AB from Harvard College, MPH from University of 
Michigan, and PhD from the Annenberg School for Communication, University of Pennsylvania. 
She is a Senior Fellow at the Penn Center for Public Health Initiatives and a proud Philadelphian.  
 
 
Communication: Truth and Meaning in the 21st Century   
 
James Fallows (see above) 
 
Angelo Carusone 

Since December 2016, Angelo Carusone has served as President of Media 
Matters for America, an organization with the stated mission of 
“comprehensively monitoring, analyzing, and correcting conservative 
misinformation in the U.S. media.”  Prior to this, Mr. Carusone served as 
Executive Vice President of Media Matters for 3 years; previously, he worked 
as Director of Online Strategy and Campaigns and Campaign Director at Media 
Matters.  Mr. Carusone is the organizer of #DumpTrump, a 700,000+ effort 
that successfully convinced Macy’s and several other former business partners 

to end their relationships with Donald Trump.  In this role, Mr. Carusone conducted deep dive 
research and memorably broke the story that Donald Trump hired paid actors to attend his 
presidential campaign launch announcement.  
 
Jennifer Kavanagh 

Jennifer Kavanagh is a senior political scientist at the RAND Corporation and 
associate director of the Strategy, Doctrine, and Resources Program in RAND's 
Arroyo Center.  Her research focuses on U.S. political institutions, public 
opinion, and their implications for U.S. foreign and domestic policy. She also 
studies defense strategy and military force posture.  Her recent book, co-
authored with RAND’s President and CEO Michael Rich, defines “Truth Decay” 
as the diminishing reliance on facts and data in U.S. political and civil discourse 
and describes its causes and consequences.  Kavanagh is a faculty member at 



the Pardee RAND Graduate School.  Kavanagh graduated from Harvard University with a BA in 
Government and a minor in the Russian language.  She completed her Ph.D. in Political Science 
and Public Policy at University of Michigan. 
 
Robert Shapiro 

Robert Y. Shapiro (Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1982) is the Wallace S. Sayre 
Professor of Government in the Department of Political Science and Professor 
of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University.  He is currently 
Interim President of the Academy of Political Science.  He specializes in 
American politics with research and teaching interests in public opinion, 
policymaking, political leadership, the mass media, and applications of 
statistical methods.  He is co-author of THE RATIONAL PUBLIC: FIFTY YEARS OF TRENDS 
IN AMERICANS' POLICY PREFERENCES (with Benjamin Page) and POLITICIANS DON'T 

PANDER: POLITICAL MANIPULATION AND THE LOSS OF DEMOCRATIC RESPONSIVENESS (with Lawrence 
Jacobs).  His most recent books are THE OXFORD HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION AND THE 
MEDIA (edited with Lawrence R. Jacobs) and SELLING FEAR: COUNTERTERRORISM, THE MEDIA, AND PUBLIC 
OPINION (with Brigittte L. Nacos  and Yaeli Bloch-Elkon). His current research examines partisan 
polarization and ideological politics in the United States, as well as other topics concerned with 
public opinion, the media, political leadership, and policymaking. 
 
 
Concentration: Political and Economic Power 
 
Franklin Foer 

Franklin Foer is a staff writer at The Atlantic. For seven years, he edited The 
New Republic magazine. He is the author of WORLD WITHOUT MIND: THE 
EXISTENTIAL THREAT OF BIG TECH, which was named one of the best non-fiction 
books of 2018 by the New York Times, Los Angeles, and NPR. He also wrote the 
international bestseller, HOW SOCCER EXPLAINS THE WORLD: AN UNLIKELY THEORY OF 
GLOBALIZATION, which has been translated into 27 languages.  
 
 

Jamie Susskind 
Jamie Susskind is an author, speaker, and practising barrister. A past Fellow of 
Harvard University’s Berkman Klein Center for Internet and Society, he studied 
history and politics at Magdalen College, Oxford, graduating first in his year 
before turning to the law.  Jamie is passionate about technology (from AI to 
Blockchain, Robotics, and Virtual Reality) and politics. He is the author of FUTURE 
POLITICS: LIVING TOGETHER IN A WORLD TRANSFORMED BY TECH (Oxford University Press, 
2018), an Evening Standard Book of the Year, a Prospect Book of the Year, and 
a Guardian Book of the Day. He writes and speaks about the future of power, 

freedom, justice, and democracy. 
 



Linda Peek Schacht 
For forty years Linda Peek Schacht has advised government, business and 
nonprofit leaders on communication and strategy, and created programs that 
bring together those leaders to find innovative solutions for the common good. 
A veteran of the Carter White House press office, she held the top 
communication positions for USA Today, the Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate 
and the Senate Democratic Policy Committee, and a national Presidential 
campaign. As vice president, global communications and public affairs strategy 
for The Coca-Cola Company, she was the chief spokesperson and represented 

the company at the World Economic Forum.  In 2010, Linda became the founding director of 
Lipscomb University’s Nelson and Sue Andrews Institute for Civic Leadership, one of the 
foundations of the College of Leadership and Public Service established in 2015. The programs 
of the Andrews Institute reflect her life-long commitment to the development of people and 
ideas to make organizations, cities and countries better. 
 
Julie Samuels 

Julie Samuels is the founder and Executive Director of Tech:NYC, an 
organization representing New York’s fast growing, entrepreneurial tech 
industry. Before that she was Executive Director at Engine, a nation-wide 
nonprofit focused on technology entrepreneurship and advocacy, where she 
remains a member of the Board. Julie is a frequent commentator on 
technology and policy issues for national media – particularly in the 
intellectual property space – and she has filed briefs with the Supreme Court 
and testified before Congressional Committees.  She previously worked at the 

Electronic Frontier Foundation, where she was a senior staff attorney and the Mark Cuban Chair 
to Eliminate Stupid Patents. Before joining EFF, Julie litigated IP and entertainment cases.  Prior 
to becoming a lawyer, Julie spent time as a legislative assistant at the Media Coalition in New 
York, as an assistant editor at the National Journal in D.C., and she worked at the National 
Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) in Champaign, IL.  She was recently named one 
of Crain’s New York 40 under 40.  
 
Siva Vaidhyanathan 

Siva Vaidhyanathan is the Robertson Professor of Media Studies and director of 
the Center for Media and Citizenship at the University of Virginia.  He is also a 
fellow at the New York Institute for the Humanities and a Faculty Associate of 
the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard University.  
Vaidhyanathan earned a Ph.D. in American Studies from the University of Texas 
at Austin.  He is the author of ANTISOCIAL MEDIA: HOW FACEBOOK DISCONNECTS US 
AND UNDERMINES DEMOCRACY (Oxford University Press, 2018) and THE GOOGLIZATION 
OF EVERYTHING – AND WHY WE SHOULD WORRY (University of California Press, 2011), 

among others. He has appeared in an episode of The Daily Show with Jon Stewart to discuss 
early social network services. Vaidhyanathan has appeared in several documentary films, 
including Terms and Conditions May Apply (2013), Inside the Mind of Google (2009), and 



Freedom of Expression (2007). In 2016 Vaidhyanathan played a prominent role in the higher-
education documentary, Starving the Beast. Vaidhyanathan was portrayed as a character on 
stage at the Public Theater in New York City in a play called Privacy (2016). Vaidhyanathan 
served on the board of the Digital Public Library of America from 2012 through 2018. 
 
 
Conflict 
 
Todd Gitlin 

Todd Gitlin has written 16 books including history from the last century (THE 
SIXTIES: YEARS OF HOPE, DAYS OF RAGE) and contemporary (OCCUPY NATION: THE 
ROOTS, THE SPIRIT, AND THE PROMISE OF OCCUPY WALL STREET); sociology (THE WHOLE 
WORLD IS WATCHING:  MASS MEDIA IN THE MAKING AND UNMAKING OF THE NEW LEFT); 
communications theory (MEDIA UNLIMITED); and three published novels, 
including SACRIFICE, which won the Harold Ribalow Award for fiction on Jewish 
themes. He is a frequent contributor to the New York Times, Washington Post, 
and many magazines. 

 
Liina Areng 

Liina Areng assumed the duties of Partner Leader of the European Union Cyber 
Resilience 4 Development Project in 2018. She provides strategic guidance and 
advice, coordinates and implements Estonian contribution to this project 
focusing on cyber capacity building in Africa and Asia. From 2014 to 2017, Ms. 
Areng served as Director of International Relations at Estonian Information 
System Authority, a central governmental agency responsible for cyber 
security and e-Government information systems. Prior to that, she worked at 
the NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence as Head of 

International Affairs and was awarded an honorary title of NATO CCD COE Ambassador. 
Between 1999 and 2012, Ms. Areng held different positions in Estonian Ministry of Defence, 
including Cybersecurity Adviser and Counsellor at the Permanent Representation of Estonia to 
NATO in Brussels. She has also worked as a research fellow in NATO Defence College in Rome. 
 
Robert Jervis 

Robert Jervis is Adlai E. Stevenson Professor of International Politics at Columbia 
University.  His most recent book is HOW STATESMEN THINK, and his other books 
include WHY INTELLIGENCE FAILS: LESSONS FROM THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION AND THE IRAQ 
WAR, AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IN A NEW ERA, SYSTEM EFFECTS: COMPLEXITY IN POLITICAL 
LIFE, and THE MEANING OF THE NUCLEAR REVOLUTION. He was President of the 
American Political Science Association in 2000-01, has received career 
achievement awards from the International Society of Political Psychology and 
ISA's Security Studies Section, and was awarded honorary degrees by the 

University of Venice and Oberlin College.  In 2006, he received the National Academy of 
Science’s tri-annual award for behavioral sciences contributions to avoiding nuclear war.   



J. Michael Waller 
J. Michael Waller is Vice President of the Center for Security Policy in 
Washington, where he focuses on unconventional forms of conflict and conflict 
resolution. For 13 years, he was the Annenberg Professor of International 
Communication at the Institute of World Politics, a graduate school of national 
security affairs in Washington, DC. He has been a lecturer with the Naval 
Postgraduate School and the John F Kennedy Special Warfare Center and 
School. Dr Waller is a founding editorial board member of two peer-reviewed 
journals: NATO’s Defence Strategic Communications journal and 

Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization. He earned his PhD in 
international security affairs from Boston University in 1993. His doctoral dissertation predicted 
the former KGB takeover of Russia’s economy and government.  
 
Matthew Waxman 

Matthew C. Waxman is the Liviu Librescu Professor of Law and the faculty 
chair of the National Security Law Program. Waxman is an expert in national 
security law and international law, including issues related to executive power; 
international human rights and constitutional rights; military force and armed 
conflict; and terrorism. He clerked for Supreme Court Justice David H. Souter 
and Judge Joel M. Flaum of the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. Before joining 
the the Law School faculty, he served in senior positions at the State 
Department, the Department of Defense, and the National Security Council. 

Waxman was a Fulbright Scholar to the United Kingdom, where he studied international 
relations and military history. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, where he 
also serves as Adjunct Senior Fellow for Law and Foreign Policy, and he is the co-chair of the 
Cybersecurity Center at the Columbia Data Science Institute.  
 
 
Cooperation:  Social Venture Presentations 
 
Emma Bloomberg 

Emma Bloomberg, founder and CEO of Murmuration, is fixated on filling gaps 
to ensure that organizations seeking to reduce inequality and improve 
outcomes for all kids through politics, advocacy and organizing have what they 
need to effect real, sustainable change.  Murmuration, which she launched in 
2014, provides sophisticated data and analytics, proprietary technology, 
strategic guidance, and programmatic support to help partners build political 
power and marshal support so necessary changes are made to improve our 
public schools.  She previously served as Chief of Staff at the Robin Hood 

Foundation, a nonprofit dedicated to fighting poverty in New York City. Emma sits on the 
boards of the Bloomberg Family Foundation, the Robin Hood Foundation, the KIPP Foundation, 
New Classrooms, and Leadership for Educational Equity. She is a graduate of Princeton, Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government and Harvard Business School, and lives in New York City. 



Ryan Ballard:  Sun Go 
Ryan Ballard, an MPA student at SIPA, most recently worked in Mexico City as 
an executive team member of a financial inclusion startup where he co-
developed and launched Mexico's first mobile wallet targeted at the 
unbanked. Ryan also has managed programs for first-generation at-risk youth, 
evaluated the impact of public health projects of indigenous tribal 
communities in India, organized at the grassroots level in rural Ghana, and 
served as an AIF Clinton Fellow for Service in India.  Ryan is one of the 
founders of SunGo, which aims to build, promote and distribute small-scale 

Solar-Home-System in off-grid, rural Tanzania.  Portable, solar-powered batteries transform 
sunlight into energy to power cell phones, household lights, televisions, and other small 
household appliances.  Through overlaying geographic data of energy demand, smartphone and 
mobile finance access, SunGo will locate customers with both the highest need and highest 
potential for conversion, and solve three critical pain points of the industry: customer 
acquisition, smartphone access, and transaction costs. 

 
Natasha Goel:  ILAW  

Natasha Goel, an MPA student at SIPA, was born and brought up in Delhi, 
India, Natasha worked at Google India for two years, where her work with the 
CSR team motivated her to enter the social sector full time. She taught middle 
school students from an underprivileged community for two years as a Teach 
For India Fellow. At SIPA, she has interned with the Earth Institute where she 
evaluated a school-based intervention for teenagers in rural India and worked 
with the Sustainable Development Goals Center for Africa in Kigali, Rwanda, 
on higher education.  Natasha is one of the founders of ILAW, a one-stop 

solution for youth living in urban slums in Manila to find the best pathway to better livelihoods.  
ILAW will target youth in senior high school who cannot always afford to go to college.  Through 
web and mobile-based applications, these youths can access curated internship and job 
opportunities, develop skills that are in demand, or explore a new venture. By addressing the 
skill mismatch in the labor market, ILAW aims to reduce the rates of unemployment and 
underemployment which currently affects the lives of many young people living in Manila. 
 
Riley Jones, IV:  Bloc  

Riley Jones, IV hails from the South Side of Chicago, graduating from Columbia 
College in 2017.  He's currently a student at NYU School of Law, the inaugural 
Grunin Scholar for Social Entrepreneurship and Law as well as a Moelis Fellow 
for Urban Law and Public Affairs.  He was named a 2019 Forbes 30 Under 30 
Social Entrepreneur because of his work as co-founder of Bloc, a career 
training platform that equips workforce training organizations and employers 
with AI-powered tools to prepare talent for the future of work.  By increasing 
the capacity of workforce training organizations and corporate recruiting, Bloc 

aims to help increase soft skills, salaries and hireability as the workforce becomes increasingly 
automated. While AI stands to displace millions of workers over the coming decades, Bloc aims 
to use AI in partnership with forward thinking organizations to empower at-risk talent. 



Aaron Mayer:  Impact Labs  
Aaron Mayer, a 2018 Brown graduate, founded Impact Labs – which inspires 
and empowers young computer scientists to leverage their skills for social 
good – after realizing that most of his friends studying computer science were 
squandering their potential at Facebook and Snapchat.  Through a suite of 
initiatives, Impact Labs connects passionate and talented technologists with 
meaningful career opportunities, provides capital to foster social 
entrepreneurship, and creates a strong community of engineers who are 
harnessing technology to build a better world.  

 
Nitasha Nair:  DASH  

Nitasha Nair is currently pursuing her MPA at SIPA, with a concentration in 
Energy and Environment.  Nitasha previously worked with the International 
Water Management Institute (IWMI), part of CGIAR, a global consortium of 15 
international agriculture research organizations, where she led research uptake 
for projects in South Asia.  Nitasha is from India and is one of the founders of 
DASH.  To address the problem of lack of comprehensive risk analysis and early 
warning systems across Africa’s Sahel region, the semi-arid belt south of the 
Sahara Desert, Data Analytics for Sustainable Herding (DASH) seeks to establish 

a methodology to decipher complex interactions between climate change, human mobility, and 
violent conflicts, using machine learning and artificial intelligence.  DASH is a tool that maps and 
analyzes the spatial and temporal changes in migration patterns, seasonal variability, and urban 
and agricultural development using data from government statistics, Earth Observation (EO) 
satellites, mobile phones, and GPS-enabled systems.  DASH seeks to map historical zones of 
conflicts and develop a near real-time predictive model to identify potential areas of violent 
conflict and natural resource shortages (early warning system) to help relevant policy makers 
take early action and manage risks.  DASH was the first-prize winner of the 2018 Geneva 
Challenge and was the recipient of the Graduate Global Policy Fellowship from Columbia 
University. 
 
Theotis Sharpe:  Morayo 

Theotis Sharpe was born in Monrovia, Liberia, and spent the majority of his 
childhood as a refugee in Ghana. Theo previously worked as a Treasury Analyst 
at Wells Fargo helping middle market companies create long term operations 
and cash management strategies. Prior to that he worked as a Mortgage 
Consultant at Wells Fargo and JPMorgan Chase. Currently, Theo is first year 
MPA student at SIPA studying international development with an emphasis in 
infrastructure development.  Theo is one of the founders and CEO of Morayo, 
a peer-to-peer (P2P) platform that equips refugee entrepreneurs with tools to 

improve their businesses and livelihoods. Through an SMS compatible platform, Morayo equips 
business owners with an expanded network of like-minded business owners and suppliers, 
while offering a centralized source for business information and management.  Morayo brings 
together the fight for refugee rights with business development tools in an interactive, easy-to-
use platform. 
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